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From the Editor 
 

This newsletter is an Online 
publication. To help our readers to use it 
in printed form I decided to divide the 
contents in “screenfuls” so that both the 
online and paper reader can read it more or 
less comfortably. 
 
 

We had an exciting District 
Conference. Rotarians are going to write 
about their experiences during that event – 
aren’t they? Still am awaiting more 
contributions from wide Rotary horizons! 
 

Maks 
 

May 2003. 
From the President’s Computer 

 
Phew! - As DG Phil said at the end of 

a successful District 9210 Conference in 
Bulawayo last week, we have all been 
working overtime and now is the time to put 
the focus back into our individual clubs 
and to our Rotarians. 
 

A comment came through on Television 
last night “We are here to build bridges 
not walls”. Rotary reminds us in many ways 
that there is no human problem so daunting 
that it can’t be overcome. Rotary’s work is 
helping not only to rid the world of polio, 
but also to lay the groundwork for other 
such initiatives such as stopping the 
transmission of HIV and Aids. 
 

Teamwork is what counts and a hands 
on approach is the key to successful club 
activities and fellowship. By 
brainstorming, getting feedback, asking for 

help, drawing on our Clubs human resources, 
nothing should stand in our way. Paul 
Harris invented the Fellowship concept - 
joining hands and doing it together. The 
new RI Theme for 2003 / 2004 is about 
‘Lending a Hand’ and getting things done. 
It is hard these days in Grim Zim to feel 
charitable and giving beyond finding fuel 
queues, money to pay for things, ‘making a 
plan’ and surviving each day, but there is 
always someone worse off than you that you 
as a Rotarian with the backup of your club 
can help.  
 

Service above Self – What does it 
mean to you? 
 

Some thoughts to ponder perhaps? 
 

President Maureen Bond



The Bible
  

A father was approached by his 
small son, who told him proudly, I know 
what the Bible means!" 
 

His father smiled and replied, 
"What do you mean, you 'know' What the 
Bible means?" 

 
The son replied, "I do know!" 

 
"Okay," said his father. "So, what 

does the Bible mean?" "Daddy, It stands 
for Basic Information Before Leaving 
Earth."

 
 

 

Rotary Thoughts for the Month 
To all the Mothers out there 

who have just been honoured with 
Mother’s Day. 
 
 
 

‘We love, we care, we watch, we 
keep, we nurse, we heal, we teach, we 
know  we help, we share, we laugh, we 
weep and all through life we grow’ 

Mother Theresa 

“God grant that my vision of 
the faults of men and of nations 
be dimmed and my vision of their 
virtues be brightened’ 

Paul Harris 
 

‘My formulae for success is rise 
early, work late and strike oil!’ 
 

Paul Getty 
 

 
 

Rotary International designates each month to a particular subject. This is part of each 
clubs year planner. 

 
                       The month of May is dedicated to whatever your                        
                                        President decrees! 
 

WHY ARE YOU A 
ROTARIAN?

Do you as a Rotarian ask why 
you are in Rotary, why have you 
joined this prestigious 
organization and how does being a 
Rotarian effect your life? 
 

Are you a committed 
Rotarian? 

 
Rotary is a forward looking spirit, 

a sprit without jealously or hypocrisy, a 
spirit of Solidarity, tolerance and 
understanding that respects our 
diversities and fosters our unity. 
 

It means submerging our own egos 
for the good of Rotary. It means moving 
from “I’ to ‘we’, from our ego to 
teamwork. 
 

In 1912 Paul Harris spoke of Heart 
Service, which means to me, that service 
must come from the heart. It is in their 
hearts that Rotarians dream of serving 
others and alleviating some of the ills 
that beset mankind. Over the years Rotary 
through its avenues of service has been 
the beacon of light and hope to many 
millions of the world’s underprivileged. 
 

Maureen Bond

 
 
 
 
 



History of Rotary 
Project 

 

 
 

‘This is a changing world; we must 
be prepared to change with it. The story 
of Rotary will have to be written again 
and again’ - Paul Harris in his book ‘The 
Rotarian Age’. 
 

President Maureen Bond was elected 
to the Board through her work on the 
history website of ‘Woman and Rotary’ 
following her enquiry early 2002 about 
Jean Harris and via the contact through 
emails and internet with Jack Selway, now 
the Chairman of the project. This website 
is dedicated to Maureen. 
 

Africa is an important part of the 
global section of THOR (the history of 
Rotary project) Maureen has undertaken, 
along with Mike Hartley in Durban to work 
on all these histories throughout Africa, 
so details can be reordered and not lost 
because of Africa’s many changes. 
 

Rotary Clubs, Districts and 
Fellowships sponsor the project on every 
continent. 
 

The project covers all the history 
of the Rotary movement from the birth of 
Paul Harris to the future. 
 

The project has become a ‘club 
service’ and now a Centennial project of 
districts, clubs and Rotary organizations 
around the Rotary world. 
 

Please click onto the website 
www.rotaryhistory.org/hosts and 
www.rotaryhistory.org/committee. 

 
Members of these Rotary 

organizations and others comprise the 
board of dedicated Rotarians whose vision 
has created the largest Internet history 
project in Rotary. 
 

You can read five books of Paul 
Harris, on line at 
www.rotaryhistory.org/books 
 

On the first anniversary, the 
project saw many new websites being added 
on to serve an ever-expanding role in 
preserving the history of this great 
organization. To date over 60 000 
Rotarians/people visit this website. 
 

On 23rd February 2005, Rotary will 
celebrate its Centennial. For one hundred 
years, business and professional people 
around the world have gathered weekly for 
fellowship, service and Rotary-What do we 
know of this 100 years? 
 

The ‘History of Rotary’ will ensure 
the history of Rotary is not forgotten. 
 

The first History Conference will 
be held in Dallas Texas this August. 
 

This District was honoured by the 
presence of RIPR Dan Mooers at our 
District Conference recently. He is vice 
Chairman of this project, which was 
especially rewarding for Maureen to meet 
up with and discuss the project with a 
‘history fellow’. 
 

Jack Selway through Dan Mooers, 
presented Pres Maureen with a book 
entitled ‘My Road to Rotary’ and the 
‘1905’ coin. 
 



SARS 

 
Most people are in the dark about 

SARS and the following are the contents 
of a write up I received recently, which 
I felt I must share as there is no 
medical awareness campaign that I know of 
that has been issued in Zimbabwe. 
 

Recently at the Beitbridge border 
with its usual overcrowding and disorder, 
there are no signs to warn people of this 
dilemma and being in those sorts of 
conditions must only increase one’s 
chances of catching it. I doubt if the 
medical system would be able to ascertain 
any cases as it’s in such a shambles. 
 

What is Sars! 
 

SARS is an acronym for Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome. It is a flu-like 
disease that spreads like flu! 
 

You simply have to breath air to 
get infected. 
 

IT DOES NOT HAVE A 
CURE! 

 
It was discovered by a doctor who 

later died of it and SARS, unlike flu 
kills! 
 

Outbreaks from started from Asia 
partially China and Hong Kong. 
 

It is reported to be a variant of 
the common cold. Cockroaches may have 

spread its outbreak, although updated 
reports are now stating that it’s some 
germ from Civet cats. 
 

Unfortunately the way we live in 
our globalised world has ensured that 
there are cases in over 30 countries that 
are known of. 
 

It is not difficult to see the 
international progress of the disease. It 
has spread through the containerized 
world, the triangle of places its 
describes-world transport and world 
prosperity between Western Europe, North 
America and Western Pacific. 
 

SARS Symptoms 
 
Fever: Measured temperature greater than 
100.4 f (38.0C) 
Headaches 
General feeling of Discomfort 
Mild respiratory symptoms 
Dry nonproductive cough 
 

Incubation period for SARS 
typically 2-7 days, however some isolated 
reports have suggested an incubation 
period as long as 10 days. 
 

Can this member of the common cold 
wreak all havoc in the world economy? 
Will people seriously contemplate using 
the technology of the Internet instead of 
collecting many air miles and get down to 
business on line? 
 

Maureen Bond 
 

 


